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This article presents a critical discourse analysis of 82 Canadian newspaper texts addressing ideal
housing options for individuals preparing for and living in their retirement years. The analysis explored
key aspects of ideal places for retirement and critically considered the occupational possibilities shaped
within such texts. The texts analyzed urged pre-retirees and early retirees to work towards being
active, youthful and modern, through becoming proactive housing consumers. Ideal places were those
that enabled older individuals to live with people who were similar in terms of age, class and interests,
while ideal occupations involved consumption, physically active leisure and cultured activities. Building
on research addressing the social and political implications of discourses regarding ideal places for
retirement, the occupational implications of such places are considered both for those aging individuals
who have the resources to consume such places, and for those who are excluded from them.
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